HELLENISM IN ANCIENT INDIA

myriads of coins, which the greatest academicians in Europe
would have honoured with a place in their cabinets and which
might have told us more about Central Asia, than all the
histories that ever were written.   At last in July 1833, Mr.
Masson being engaged in searching for the site of one, among
the many "Alexandrias" founded by Alexander the Great,
happened to visit this plain.    He first met with eighty coins.
These specimens appearing to be valuable, he prosecuted the
search, until he had got together upwards of 30,000 coins of
which the greater part was copper and the remainder silver and
gold.   From this collection, were evolved the annals of Indo-
Bactria and the history of Greek connection with the East. The
Asiatic Society's Journal was the organ through which these
results were announced to the public    Mr. Masson himself
contributed a great many papers.   But the most elaborate
analysis was made by James Prinsep   (vide Journal of the
Royal Asiatic Society, vols. I-VII passim}. A great discrepancy
arose at the outset    The inscriptions on the obverse of the
medal were Greek, but on the reverse, an unknown character
presented   itself-   The   first   object   was  to   decipher   this
character.   Mr. Masson had pointed out some Pehlvi signs,
which had been found to stand for certain Greek names.   "It
struck me," wrote Mr. Prinsep, "that if the genuine Greek
names were faithfully expressed in unknown character, a clue
through them might be formed to unravel the value of a
portion of the alphabet, which might in its turn be applied to
the translated epithets and thus lead to a knowledge of the
language   employed."   This   plan   was   followed   out   with
infinite labour and skill and met with complete success.   The
interest attaching to these discoveries was not confined to
India.   The news spread to Europe and created a sensation in
the   academic   circles   of   London,   Paris,   Vienna,   Berlin,
Gottingen and Bonn.   The first great scholar who took up the
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